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East Ayrshire Lived Experience Panel (LEP) and Recovery Network (EARN)

The East Ayrshire Alcohol and Drug Partnership’s (ADP) Lived Experience Panel (LEP) was established in 2023 to provide individuals with both personal and family experience of alcohol and drug use a meaningful platform within the ADP. The panel is independent of EA ADP and offers a space for individuals to connect with their communities and be representative of the voice of lived experience across East Ayrshire to discuss, contribute and influence/ shape the development of policies and services that impact those affected by alcohol and/or drugs. Through ensuring the voices of those with lived experience are heard, the panel is able to support the work of EA ADP, ensuring it remains relevant, empathetic, and responsive to the needs of the wider communities. The EA LEP has an allocated annual budget, which they use to lead on various relevant events to support the progress of the Recovery & Renewal action plan in East Ayrshire, these include International Overdose Awareness Day and Recovery Month activities.


The East Ayrshire Recovery Network (EARN) was formed in 2020 to create a mechanism for individuals in recovery from alcohol and drug use to have a collective voice, and to bring recovery focused groups, and wider community groups/ supports across East Ayrshire together. The EARN membership spans across all sectors to foster links with the Alcohol and Drug Partnership and the Lived Experience Panel, creating a bridge between community supports whose direct focus may not be alcohol or drugs, but who can still play a vital role in supporting the people in their community who are using alcohol and drugs. By engaging a diverse range of groups, the network strengthens the overall support system for individuals in recovery. The EARN also aims to challenge stigma by raising awareness of available support services and representing East Ayrshire at various events, promoting inclusivity and a positive recovery message.

The EARN website is currently under development and will be linked to the EA LEP in future to provide an accessible central point for anyone looking for information on how to begin their journey to recovery and link in with local supports or services.

For more information visit:

https://www.earecoverynetwork.co.uk/ 

