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BISHOPBRIGGS ACADEMY

SCHOOL PROFILE

Bishopbriggs Academy was formed in August 2006 through the amalgamation of Bishopbriggs High School and Thomas Muir High School.
The school is a six year non denominational comprehensive serving the town of Bishopbriggs.  The present roll is over 1300.
Having previously occupied the old Bishopbriggs High site, the Academy moved to its new premises over the summer of 2009.  The new building is of the highest standard with state of the art technology including interactive promethean boards in every classroom; large social and dining space for pupils; a beautiful hi spec library and fabulous indoor sports areas including gymnasia, a fitness suite and a large games hall.  The indoor facilities provide ideal accommodation for a wide range of sports including basketball, badminton, netball, volleyball and gymnastics.  The school has a full-size 3G astrograss pitch and another synthetic area, primarily for hockey skills training and small sided games.
In previous years a large number of young people from outwith East Dunbartonshire attended either Bishopbriggs or Thomas Muir by placing request, but as a result of roll-capping, the school population is and will be largely restricted to those pupils within the catchment area.

The associated primary schools of Bishopbriggs Academy are Balmuildy, Meadowburn, Thomas Muir and Wester Cleddens.

After following the Broad General Education in S1-3, pupils study seven subjects during S4 and then five in S5. In S4, S5 and S6 pupils have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of National Qualification courses across all levels.
In recent years, many young people in Bishopbriggs Academy have enjoyed fairly spectacular success in the national examinations and the school’s results have been amongst the very best in the country. When the school’s most recent inspection report was published in 2013, Education Scotland awarded the school four ‘excellent’ grades in four of the key quality indicators and a ‘very good’ in the fifth. At that time, Bishopbriggs Academy was the first school to achieve four ‘excellents’ and no other school managed to match that feat. Education Scotland’s representatives were hugely impressed by both staff and young people and described the Academy as ‘an outstanding school’.
Extracurricular activity has always been a very important part of Bishopbriggs Academy and that continues to be the case.  The young people have access to an extensive range of opportunities to experience enjoyment and success in music, drama, public speaking, many different sporting activities and in other areas.  The programme of extra curricular activities has been further enhanced by the new facilities.
As well as the unprecedented inspection report and the extremely strong examination results, Bishopbriggs Academy enjoys large participation levels in things such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award and many young people are engaged in work supporting charitable organisations and/or their local community. The school also enjoys unique status as the Scottish partner school with the Goethe Institut. This highly successful partnership has been running for ten years and has resulted in many fantastic opportunities for pupils and staff, including extended language and cultural experiences in Germany. In addition to all of this, a number of pupils have achieved sporting successes at national level, either individually or as part of a team. The afore-mentioned factors have contributed to the very positive reputation the school enjoys within the local community and beyond and also led directly to Bishopbriggs Academy being named twice in recent years (2014/15 and 2017/18) as the Sunday Times’ ‘Scottish State Secondary School of the Year’.
The Senior Management Team consists of the Head Teacher and six Depute Head Teachers, all of whom have specific remits and responsibilities.

The school also has 18 Principal Teachers (Curriculum) (Art & Design, Biology, Business/Computing, Chemistry, Design Technology, English, Geography, History/Modern Studies, Food & Consumer Science, Mathematics, Modern Languages, Gaelic, Performing Arts, Physical Education, Physics, Psychology, Religious Education, Support for Learning) and 7 Principal Teachers (Pastoral)

There is also a specialist teacher of Gaelic (to take account of pupils from the Gaelic Unit at Meadowburn Primary School who receive Gaelic language teaching from S1).
In 2011, the school opened a Language and Communication Resource now known as Enhanced Learning Resource (ELR).  The ELR has provided full time support for pupils with significant language and communication needs and continues to do so.

All ELR pupils have had full access to the academic, social and extra-curricular activities available to their peers.  Learners within the ELR benefit from the small group environment which enables them to receive intensive support in some subjects whilst gradually accessing other subject areas across the school according to their individual strengths and interests. ELR staff have worked collaboratively with a variety of other agencies to meet individual learners’ needs.

